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TREATIES.
Treaty between the United States and the Dwamish, Suquamish, and other
allied and subordt'nate Tribes of lndiuns in WasMngton Tern'tory. Ooncbuied at Point Elliott, Washington Territory, January 22, 1855. Ratified by the Senate, March 8, 1859. Proclaimed by the President of the
United States, Apt"l~lll, 1859.

JAMES BUCHANAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL CO:IlE, GREETING:

Jan. 22, 1866.

'VHRRF.AS a treaty was made and concluded at 1\Iuckl-te-oh, or Point
Elliott, in the Territory of Washington, the twenty-second day of January,
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, by Isaac I. Steven~, governor
and superintendent of Indian affaii·s for the said Territory, on the part of
the United States, and the hereinafter-named chief~, headmen, and delegates of the Dwamish, Suquamish, Sk-tahl-mish, Sam-ahmish, Smalhkahmish, Rkope-ahmish, St-kah-mish, Snoqualmoo, Skai-wha-mish,
N'Quentl-ma-mish, Sk-tah-le-jum, Stoluck-wha-mish, Sno-ho-mish, Skagit,
Kik-i-allus, Hwin-a-mish, Squin-ah-mi;;h, Sah-ku-mehu, Noo-wba-M,
Nook-wa-chah-mi,h, 1\Iee-see-q ua-gu ilch, Cho-bah-ah-bi~h, and other allied
and subordinate tribes and bands of Indians occupying certain lands situated in said Territory of Washington, on behalf of eaid tribes and duly
authorized by them; which treaty is in the words and figures following
to wit:

Preamble.

Articles of agreement and convention made and concluded at }fuckl- Contracting
te-oh, or Point Elliott, in the Territory of Washington, this twenty-second parties.
day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, by Isaac I. Stevens, governor and superintendent of Indian affairs for the said Territory, on the
part of the United States, and the undP.rsigned chief~, headmen and delcgateil of the Dwami~h, Suquamish, Sk-tahl-mish, Sam-ahmish, Smalhkamish, Skope-:ihmish, St-kah-mish, Snoqualmoo, Skai-wha-mish,
N'Quentl-mti-mi.h, Sk-tah-le-jum, Stoluck-wlui-mish, Sno-ho-mish, Skagit, Kik-i-:illm, Swin-a-mish, Squin-ah-mish, Sah-ku-mehu, Noo-wM-ha,
Nook-wa-chah-mish, 1\Ie-see-qua-guilch, Cho-bah-ah-bish, and other allied
and subordinate tribes and bands of Indians occupying certain lands situated in said Territory of Washington, on behalf of said tribes, and duly
authorized by them.
ARTICLE I. The said tribes and bands of Indians hereby cede, relin- Cessionoflands
- h , an d convey to t h e U mte
. d S tates a II t h mr
. ng
. ht, tit
. le, an d m
. t eres t to
the Umted
qms
States.
in and to the lands and country occupied by them, bounded and described
as follows: Commencing at a point on the eastern side of Admiralty Boundaries.
Inlet, known as Point Pully, about midway between Commencement and
Elliott Bays; thence eastwardly, running along the north line of lands
heretofore ceded to the United "States by the Nisqually, Puyallup, and Vol. x. P· ll32.
other Indians, to the summit of the Cascade range of mountains ;
thence northwardly, following the summit of said range to the 49th parallel of north latitude; thence west, along said parallel to the middle of
the Gulf of Georgia ; thence through the middle of said gulf and the main
channel through the Canal de Arro to the Straits of Fuca, and crossing the
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same throu"'h the middle of Admiralty Inlet to Suquamish Head ; thence
southwestet1y throu"'h the peninsula, and following the divide between
Hood's Canal' and Admiralty Inlet to the portage known as Wilkes' PortaO'e; thence northeastwardly, and following the line of lands heretofore
c~ded as aforesaid to Point Southworth, on the western side of Admiralty
Inlet, and thence round the foot of Vashon's Island eastwardly and southeastwardly to the place of beginning, including a.ll the islands c~mprised
within said boundaries, and all the right, title, and mterest of the satd tribes
and bands to ·any lands within the territory of the United States.
ARTICLE II. There is, however, reserved for the present use and
Reservation.
occupation of the said tribes and bands the following tracts of land, viz:
the amount of two sections, or twelve hundred and eighty acres, surroundin"' the small bight at the head of Port Madison, called by the Indians
N~o-sohk-um; the amount of two sections, or twelve hundred and eighty
acres, on the north side H whom ish Bay and the creek emptying into the
same called K wilt-seh-da, the peninsula at the southeastern end of' Perry's
Island called Shais-quihl, and the island called Chah-choo-sen, situated in
the Lummi River at the point of separation of the mouths emptying
respectively into Bellingham Bay and the Gulf of Georgia. All which
tracts shall be set apart, and so far as necessary surveyed and marked
Whites not to out for their exclusi,·e use; nor shall any white man be per·mitted to rereside thereon
. Iwut permtsswn
. . of t he sat'd t n'bes or ban ds, an d of
unless
&c.
st'de upon tI1e same wrt
the superintendent or agent, but, if necessary for the public convenience,
'
roads may be run through the said reserves, the Indians being compensated for any damage thereby done them.
Further resARTICLE III. There is also reserved from out the lands hereby ceded
ervation for
the amount of thirty-six sections, or one township of land, on the northechool.
eastern shore of Port Gardner, and north of the mouth of Snohomish
River, including Tulalip Bay and the before-mentioned Kwilt-seh-da
Creek, for the purpose of establishing thereon an agricultural and industrial
school, as hereinafter mentioned and agreed, and with a view of ultimately
drawing thereto and settling thereon all the Indians living west of the
Cascade Mountains in said Territory. Provided, however, that the President may establish the central agency and general reservation at such
other point as he may deem for the benefit of the Indians.
Tribes to settle ARTICLE IV. The said tribes and bands agree to remove to and
on reservation
settle upon the said fir;;t above mentioned reservations within one year
within one year. a fiter t he rati'ficatiOn
· of t h'ts treaty, or sooner, 1'f the means are ,urms
r
· hed
them. In the mean time it shall be lawful for them to reside upon any
land not in the actual claim and occupation of citizens of the United States,
and upon any land claimed or occupied, if with the permission of the
owner.
Rights and
ARTICLE V. The right of taking fish at usual and accustomed
privileges segrounds and stations is further secured to said Indians in common with
cured to Indians. all citizens of the Territory, and of erecting temporary houses for the
purpose of curing, together with the privilege of hunting and gathering
roots and berries on open and unclaimed lands. ProYided, however, that
they shall not take shell-fish from any beds staked or cultivated by citizens.
Paymentbythe ARTICLE VI. In consideration of the above cession, the United States
United States. ag!'ee to pay to the said tribes and bands the sum of one hundred and
fifty thousand dollars, in the following manner- that is to say: For the
first year after the ratification hereof, fifteen thousand dollars; for the
next two years, twelve thousand dollars each year; for the next three
years, ten thousand dollars each year ; for the next four years, seven
thousand five hundred dollars each year; for the next five years, six.
How to be thousand dollars each year; and for the last five years, four thousand
applied.
two hundred and fifty dollars each year. All which said sums of money
shall be applied to the use and benefit of the said Indians under the
direction of the President of the United States, who may from time to time
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determine at his discretion upon what beneficial objects to expend the same;
and the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, or other proper officer, shall each
year inform the PreRident of the wishes of said Indians in respect thereto.
ARTICLE VII. The President may hereafter, when in his opinion the Indians may
interests of the Territory shall require and the welfare of the said Indians be be remoyed to
promoted, remove them from either or all of the special reservations here- reservation, etc.
in before made to the said general reservation, or such othet• suitable place
within said Territory as he may deem fit, on remunerating them for their
improvements and the expenses of such removal, or may consolidate them
with other friendly tribes or bands ; and he may further at his discretion
cause the whole or any portion of the lands hereby reserved, or of such
other land as may be selected in lieu thereof, to be surveyed into lotH,
and a~sign the ~arne to such individuals or families as are willing to avail Lots rna 1e
themselves of the privilege, and will locate on the same as a permanent assigned
home on the same terms and subject to the same regulations as are pro- dividuals.
vided in the sixth article of the treaty with the Omahas; so far as the same Vol. x. p. 1644.
may be applicable. Any substantial improvements heretofore made by
any Indian, and which he shall be compelled to abandon in .consequtmce
of this treaty, shall be valued under the direction of the President and
payment made accordingly therefor.
ARTICLE VIII. The annuities of the aforesaid tribes and bands shall
not be taken to pay the debts of individuals.
ARTICLE IX. The said tribes and bands acknowledge their depend- Tri~e~ tdi preence on the government of the United States, and promise to be friendly i:tio~s~'en Y rewith all citizens thereof, and they plerlge themselves to commit no depredations on the property of such citizens. Should any one o1· more of
them violate this pledge, and the fact be satisfactorily proven berore the
agent, the property taken shall be returr;Jed, or in defitult thereof~ or if
to pay for
injured or destroyed, compensation may be made by the government out depredations.
of their annuities. Nor will they make war on any other tribe except
not to make
in self-defence, but will submit all matters of difference between them and war except, &c.
the other Indians to the government of the United States or its agent for
decision, and abide thereby. And if any of the said Indians commit depredations on other Indians within the Territory the same rule shall prevail
as that prescribed in this article in cases of depredations against citizens.
to surrender
And the said tribes agree not to shelter or conceal offenders against the
laws of the United States, but to deliver them up to the authorities for offenders.
trial.
ARTICI.E X. The above tribes and bands are desirous to exclude from b An_nhuhitie1ds ,00
. reserva!Jons
•
• . an d to prevent th e1r
• peopIe those
e w•twhoe drink
•rom
the1r
the use of ardent sp1r1ts,
from drinking the same, and therefore it is provided that any Indian be- et~·~ ardent
lonrrin"' to 5aid tribe who is guilty of bringing liquor into said reserva- spmts.
o n
• of th e nnnm•
tions,
or who drinks liquor, may have 1'ns or her proport~on
ties withheld from him or her for such time as the President may deter·
mine.
ARTICLE XI. The said tribes and bands agree to fre~ all slaves now al?J~~~~ ~n~~t
held by them and not to purchase or acquire others hereafter.
to acquire othe.,..
ARTICLE XII. The said tribes and bands further agree not to trade at not to tra_de out
. .
f h U • d S t of the Umted
Vancouver's Island or elsewhereoutof the dommwnso t e mte ta es, States.
nor shaii foreign Indians be permitted to reside in their reservations without consent of the superintendent or agent.
ARTICLE XIII. To enable the said Indians to remove to and settle ~15,00~ approupon their aforesaid reservations, and to clear, fence, and break up a suf- ~~~~:~f~e~x
ficient quantity of land for cultivation, the United States further llgree to movaland
pay the sum of fifteen thousand dollars to be laid out and expended under settlement.
the direction of the President and in such manner as he shall approve.
ARTICLE XIV. The United States further agree to establish at the Unite~ States
. .
p
, S d . h'
fi
to estabhsh
general agency for the d1stnct of uget s oun .' Wit m one year rom s~hool_and prothe ratification hereof, and to support for a per1od of twenty years, an v1de mstrucrol'l!,

t,L:,_
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furnish mechau- agricultural and industrial school, to be free to children of the ~aid tribes
i<;s, shops, physi- and bands in common with those of the other tribes of said district, and to
Clans, &n
provide the ~aid school with a suitable instructor or instructors, and also to

provide a smithy and carpenter's shop, and furnish them with the necessary
tools, and employ a blacksmith, carpenter, and farmer for the like term
of twenty years to instruct the Indians in their respective occupations.
And the United States finally agree to employ a physician to reside at the
said central agency, who shall furnish medicine and advice to their sick,
and shall vaccinate them ; the expenses of said school, shops, persons employed, and medical attendance to be defrayed by the United States, and
not deducted fl'om the annuities.
Treaty when
ARTICLE XV. This treaty shall be obligatory on the contracting parto take effect.
ties as soon as the same shall be ratified by the President and Senate of
the United States.
Signatuw,

Jan. 22, 1856.

In testimony whereof, the said Isaac I. Stevens, governor and superintendent of Indian affairs, and the undersigned chiefs, headmen, and delegatei of the aforesaid tribes and bands of Indians, have hereunto set their
bands and seals, at the place and on the day and year hereinbefore written.
ISAAC I. STEVENS, Governor ancl Superintendent, [L. s.J
SEATTLE, Chief of the Dwamish ancl Suquamish tribes.
his x mark. [ L. s. J
PAT-KA-NAM, Ohief of the Snoqualmoo, Snohomish ancl
other tribes.
his x mark. [L. s.J
CHOW-ITS-HOOT, Ohief of the Lummi ancl other tribes.
his x mark. [ L. s.]
GOLIAH, Chief of the Skagits ancl other allied tribes.
his x mark. [L. s.J
KWALLATTUM, or General Pierce, Sub-chief of the Skagit
tribe.
his x mark. [L. s.]
S'HOOTST-HOOT, Sub-chief of Snohomish.
his x mark. [L. s.J
SNAH-TALC, or Bonaparte, Sub-chief of Snohomish.
his x mark. [L. s.J
SQUUSH-UM, or The Smoke, Sub-chief of the Snoqualmoo.
his x mark. [L. s.]
SEE-ALLA-PA-HAN, or The Priest, Sub-chief of Sk-tahle-;jum.
his x mark. [L. s.]
HE-UCH-KA-NAM, or George Bonaparte, Sub-chief of
Snohomish.
his x mark. [L. s.J
TSE-NAH-TALC, or Joseph Bonaparte, Sub-chief of Snohomish.
his x mark. [I.. s. J
NS'SKI-OOS, or Jackson, Sub-chief of Snohomish.
his x mark. [L. s.]
W ATS-KA-LAH-TCHIE, or John Hobtst-boot, Sub-chief of
Snohomish.
his x mark. [L. s.J
SMEH-MAI-HU, Sub-chief of Skai-wha-mish. his x mark. [L. s.J
SLAT-EAH-KA-NAM, Sub-chief of Snoqualmoo.
his x mark. [L. s.J
ST'HAU-AI, Sub-chiftfof Snoqualmoo.
his x mark. [L. s.]
LUGS-KEN, Sub-chief of Skai-wha-mish.
his x mark. [L. s.J
S'HEHT-SOOLT, or Peter, Sub-chief of Snohomish.
his x mark. [ L. s.~
DO-QUEH-00-SATL, Snoqualmoo tribe.
his x mark. [L. s.
JOHN KANAM, Snoqualmoo sub-chief.
his x mark. fL. s.
KLEMSH-KA-NAM, Snoqualmoo.
his x mark.
L. s.]
TS'HUAHNTL, Dwa-mish sub-cMef.
his x mark.
L. s.J
KWUSS-KA-NAM, or George Snatelum, Sen., Skagit tribe.
his x mark. [L. s.J
HEL-MITS, or George Snatelum, Skagit sub-chief.
his x mark. [ L. s.]
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S'KWAI-KWI, Skagit tribe, sub-chief.
his x mark.
SEH-LEK-QU, Sub-chief Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
S'H'-CHEH-008, or General Washington, Sub-chief of Lummi tribe.
·
his x mark.
WHAI-LAN-HU, or Davy Crockett, Sub-chief of Lummi
t1·ibe.
his x mark.
SHE-AH-DELT-HU, Sub-cMefof Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
KWULT-SEH, Sub-chief of Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
KWULL-ET-HU, Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
KLEH-KE}IT-SOOT, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
SOHN-HEH-OVS, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
S'DEH-AP-KAN, or General Warren, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
CHUL-WHIL-TAN, Sub-chief of Suquamish tribe.
his x mark.
SKE-EH-TUM, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
PATCHKANAl\f, or Dome, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
SATS-KANAl\f, Squin-ah-nush tribe.
his x mark.
SD-ZO-MAHTL, Kik-ial-lus band.
his x mark.
DAHTL-DE-MIN, Sub-cldef of Sah-ku-meh-hu. his x mark.
SD'ZEK-DU-NUl\f, frfe-sek-wi-guilse sub-cltief. his x mark.
NOW-A-CHATS, Sub-chief of JJwamish.
his x mark.
MIS-LO-TCHE, or Wah-hehl-tchoo, Sub-chief of Suquamish.
his x mark.
SLOO-NOKSH-TAN, or Jim, Suquamish tribe. his x mark.
l\100-WHAH-LAD-HU, or Jack, Suquamish tribe.
his x mark.
TOO-LEU-PLAN, Suquamish tribe.
his x mark.
IIA-SEH-DOO-AN, or Keo-kuck, JJwamish tribe.
his x mark.
HOOVILT-1\:IEH-TUM,Sub-chiifof Suquamish. his x mark.
WE-AI-PAH, Skaiwhamish tribe.
his x mark.
S'AH-AN-HU, or Hallam, Snohomish tribe.
his x ma1·k.
SHE-HOPE, or General Pierce, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
HWN-LAH-LAKQ, or Thomas Jefferson, Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
his x mark.
CHT-SIMPT, Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
TSE-SUM-TEN, Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
KLT-1-IAHL-TEN, Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
KUT-TA-KANAM, or John, Lummi tribe.
his x mark.
CH-LAH-BEN, Noo-qua-cha-mish band.
his x mark.
NOO-HEH-OOS, Snoqualmoo tribe.
his x mark.
HWEH-UK, Snoqualrrwo tribe.
his x mark.
PEH-NUS, Skai-whamish tribe.
his x mark.
Yil\f-KA-NAM, Snoqualmoo tribe.
his x mark.
TWOOI-AS-KUT, Skaiwhamish tribe.
his x mark.
LUCH-AL-KANAM, Snoqualmoo tribe.
his x mark.
S'HOOT-KANAl\f, Snoqualmoo tn'be.
his x mark.
Sl\fE-A-KANAl\1, Snoqualmoo tribe.
his x mark.
SAD-ZIS-KEH, Snoqualmoo.
his x mark.
HEH-:M:AHL, Skaiwhamish band.
his x mark.
CHARLEY, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
SAMPSON, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
JOHN TAYLOR, Snohomish tribe.
his x mark.
HATCH-KWENTUM, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
Y0-1-KUl\J, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
T'KW A-l\1A-HAN, Skagit tribe.
his x mark.
STO-DUJI.I-KAN, Swinamish band.
VOL. XII.
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s.J
s.J
[L. s.J
[L.
[L.

(L.

s.l

[L. s.J
[L. s.J
[L. s.~
(L. S.
(L. S.
[L.
[L.
(L.
[r;.
[L.
[L.
[L.
[L.
(L.

s.J
s.~

S.
s.
s.]

s.]
s.~
S.
S.

[L. s.]
[L.

s.J

[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]

LL· s.J

[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.J
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.~
[I.. S.
[L. S.
[L. s.]
[ r.. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.J
[L. s.J
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.]
[r.. s.J
[r.. s.J
[r.. s.]
[L. s.]
[L. s.J
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BE-LOLE, Swinamish band.
D'ZO-LOLE-GW AM-HU, Ska,qit tribe.
STEH-SHAIL, William, Skm:whamish band.
KEL-KAHL-TSOOT, Swinamish tribe.
PAT-SEN, Skagit tribe.
J> AT-TEH-US, Noo-u•ha-ah sub-chi~(.
S'HOOLK-KA-NAM, Lummi sub-chief.
CH-LOK-SUTS, Lummi sub-chief.

JAN. 22, 1855.

his x mark.
his x mark.
hi~ x mm·k.
his x mark.
his x mark.
his x mark.
his x mark.
his x mark.

[L. s.]
[L. s.]

s.J
s.J
s.J
[L. s.J
[L.

[L.
fL.

[L. s.]
[L. s.J

Executed in the presence of usM. T. SIMMONS, Indian Agent.
C. H. MASON, Secretary of Washington Territory.
BENJ. F. SHAw, Interpreter.
CHAS. M. HITCHCOCK.
H. A. GoLDSBOROUGH.
GEORGE GIBBS.
JoHN H. ScRANTON.
HENRY D. CocK.
S. S. FoRD, Jr.
ORRINGTON CusHMAN.
ELLIS BARNES.
R. s. BAILEY.
s. M. COLLINS.
LAFAYETEE BALCH.
E. 8. FOWLER.
J. H. HALL.
RoB'T DAvis.
Consent of

Senate,
March 8, 1859.

Proclamat10n,
Aprilll, 1859.

And whereas, the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of
the United States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on
the eighth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine,
advise and consent to the ratification of its articles by a resolution in the
words and figures following, to wit;
"IN ExECUTIVE SESSION,
"SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, March 8, 1859.
"Resolved, (two-thirds of the senators present concurring,) That ~he
Senate advise and consent to the ratification of treaty between the United
States and the chiefs, headmen and delegates of the Dwami-;h, Suquamish
and other allied and subordinate tribes of Indians occupying certain lands
situated in Washington Territory, signed the 22d day of January, 1855.
"Attest:
"ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary."
No'"• therefore, be it known that I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and consent of the Senate, as expres;;ed in their resolution of the eighth of
l\Iarch, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, accept, ratify, and confirm the ;:aid treaty.
In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be
hereto affixed, and have signed the same with my hand.
Done at the city of Washington, this eleventh day of April, in
[sEAL.] t~e year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fiftymoe, and of the independence of the United States the eio-hty0
third.
JAMES BUCHANAN.
By the President:
LEWIS CAss, Secretary of State.

